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1. ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS HAVE CARRIED SEVERAL ARTICLES 
ON LOS CONFERENCE. ONE DATELINED GENEVA UNDER "HEADLESS 
CRISIS STALKS THE SEA TALKS" BRIEFLY TRACED AMERASINGHE 
PROBLEM AND EEFORTS TO REACH A SOLUTION. ANOTHER GAVE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFEAIRS (MFA) VIEWS ON AMERASINGHE 
QUESTION. MFA TOLD PRESS XYAT B.J. EERNANDO AN ACCEPTABLE 
AND ABLE UN REPRESENTATIVE WITH DIRECT ACCESS TO THE 
PRESIDENT. THERE IS NO QUESTION OE ANY OTHER PERSON REPRE- 
SENTING SRI LANKA IN UN OR ANY OF ITS AGENCIES, INCLUDING 

LOS CONEERENCE. MFA SOURCE REPORTEDLY REEERRED TO ATTEMPTS 
TO PRESSURE GOVERNMENT TO AGREE TO AMERASINGHE CONTINUING 
TO PRESIDE OVER LOS CONFERENCE BUT THAT GOVERNMENT WAS NOT 
PREPARED TO GIVE IN TO SUCH MOVES. ALTHOUGH NO COUNTRY 
HAS MADE OEFICIAL REQUESTS EOR AMERASINGHE CONTINUING IN 
PERSONAL CAPACITY, GOVERNMENT HAS INDICATED IT HAS NO 
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OBJECTION TO THIS. 

2. IN A LENGTHY, THOUGHTFUL ARTICLE, EDITOR OE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE WEEKEND OE APRIL 2 PLACES ONUS ON UN BUREAUCRACY 
FOR LOS CONFERENCE BEING WITHOUT A PRESIDENT. CITING 
DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES HERE, EDITOR WRITES THAT UN SECRETARIAT 
OBVIOUSLY RESPONSIBLE EOR INITIAL FAUX PAS BY ADVISING 
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GSL ON POSSIBILITY OF AMERASINGHE PRESIDING IN PERSONAL 
CAPACTIY AND OVERLOOKING POSSIBLE LATIN AMERICAN REACTION. 

TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, HE GOES ON, UN SECRETARIAT 
APPROACHED GSL THROUGH THIRD PARTY DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS RATHER 
THAN DIRECTLY, AND GSL RIGHTFULLY ACTED WITH RESERVATION. 

3. WEEKEND EDITOR RAISES SEVERAL QUESTIONS: (1) WHY 
DID UN BUREAUCRATS DELAY THEIR OVERTURES WHEN THEY 
REALIZED THERE WAS VERY LITTLE TIME EOR GENEA SESSION? 

(2) WAS THERE ANY SUPER POWER OR ANY OTHER INTERESTED 
PARTY THAT WANTED SESSIONS DELAYED OR DEADLOCKED? AND 

(3) IF THERE IS LEGAL PROVISION EOR AERASINGHE PRESIDENCY 
IN PERSONAL CAPACITY, WHY SHOULD LATIN AMERICANS 
OBIECT? 

4. WEEKEND EDITORAL MENTIONS SEVERAL CRUCIAL LOS ISSUES 
BUT DOES NOT PROPOSE SOLUTIONS. IT ENDS UP ON A GLOOMY 
NOTE, SAYING THAT IF CONFERENCE GETS UNDER WAY, IT WILL 
PROBABLY END UP IN A STALEMATE BECAUSE THERE ARE OBVIOUS 
SIGNALS ABOU 

DANOTHER WAVE OF POLEMICAL STRUGGLE BETWEEN 
THIRD WORLD DELEGATES AND THOSE OF THE SUPER POWERS. IN 
LIGHT OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS, CHANCES ARE THAT CURRENT 
SESSION WOULD END WITHOUT MUCH PROGRESS BUT WITH MUCH 
RHETORIC AND MONEY-SPENDING. 
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5. EDITOR NOTES THAT SRI LANKA AND OTHERS HAVE ALREADY 
CLAIMED SOVEREIGNTY OVER HISTORIC WATERS, TERRITORIAL 
SEAS, AND ISLANDS AND HAVEEKLAIMED EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION 
OVER CONTINENTAL SHELF AND NAVIGATIONAL RIGHTS. REFELCT- 
ING HIS JAUNDICED VIEW ON OUTCOME OF LOS CONFERENCE, 

EDITOR SAYS THERE IS NOT MUCH TIME EOR THIRD WORLD ND SRI 
LANKA SHOULD NOT WAIT EOR INTERNATIONA CONVENTIONS THAT 
TAKE AGES TO MATERIALIZE. 

6. COMMENT. THESE ARTICELS ADDED NOTHING TO OUR KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE SUBJECT. IN BLAMING THE UN SECRETARIAT, SUPERS, 

LATIN AMERICANS,ETC. EOR AMERASINGHE IMPASSE, PRESS HAS 
SCRUPULOUSLY AVOIDED NOTING POSSIBILITY THAT COLOMBO COULD 
SOLVE PROBLEM BY ATTACHING AMERASINGHE TO GOVERNMENT OF 
SRI LANKA (GSL) DELEGATION. 

LEVIN 
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